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Sir: 

Applicants wish to bring to the attention of the Examiner the documents identified on the 
attached form PTO-1449. Applicants respectfully request that these documents be made of 
record in the present application. A copy of each of the cited references is attached hereto. 

The German Laid Open Application is understood to concern a generic type of vehicle 
hire system. In order to hire a vehicle from a pool of vehicles, a user must prove his identity at 
one of the commvmication pillars provided at each hire station, for example by means of a user- 
specific card. When successful identification has occurred, the communication pillar issues 
driving authorization for a vehicle which is ready to be picked up at the collection and return 
point, for which purpose it may be constructed as an automatic key-issuing machine. When 
retuming the vehicle, the automatic key issuing machine takes back the key. The communication 
pillars have a communication link to a central monitoring and recording station in order to record 
the period of hire and the departure and arrival times, in order to calculate a charge. 

Different vehicle keys can be assigned to the vehicles. Preferably, the vehicle keys are 
stored in series in the communication post according to the sequence in which they are given out 



at the respective communication post, and are issued again as required. The vehicles are parked 
one behind the other, in a sequence corresponding to their arrival. If electric vehicles, they can 
be recharged at this time. This function of monitoring the number of vehicles in the individual 
collection and return point can be assigned to the central station so that shortages of vehicles at 
particular collection and return points, one or more vehicles can be coupled to a vehicle which 
is departing a point of surplus for the point of shortage. The user does not have the option of 
selecting a particular vehicle for hire. 

If any fees are necessary in connection with this document, or insufficient fees are sent 
herewith, please charge Deposit Account No. 02-0385, Baker & Daniels. 
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Michael D. Smith 
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